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But on October 11, the day prior to the attack, with the 
Newfoundland Battalion already in position in trenches to the 
north-east of the remnants of Gueudecourt and poised for the 
attack of the following day, it was to be the Germans who would 
strike first.  
 
(Right: The Caribou at Gueudecourt stands at the furthest point of 
the Newfoundland Battalion’s advance of October 12, 1916. – 
photograph from 2012) 
 
The Regimental War Diarist’s entry for that October 11 is brief: 
Front line very heavily shelled. 2 officers and 43 O.R. Casualties. 
Received orders to advance our line on 12th. 
 
The son of Marldon (also found as Malcolm) Allan Bastow, auctioneer, 
commission agent, and proprietor of Central Auction Market, and of Fanny 
Jane Bastow (née Atwill – also found as Atwell )* – to whom he had allotted 
fifty cents per day from his pay – of 203, Pleasant Street (later of Cornwall 
Avenue) in St. John's, he was also brother to Leslie-Okes, Hugh-Allan, 
Herbert, William, Marjorie and to Bernice.  
 
*The couple had married on July 11, 1881. 
 
CQMS Bastow was reported as having been…killed in 
action…on October 11, 1916, while serving in the trenches at 
Gueudecourt with ‘C’ Company.  
 
Gordon Clarence Bastow had enlisted at a declared twenty 
years of age: date of birth in St. John’s, Newfoundland, July 
17, 1894 (from the Newfoundland Birth Register). 
 
The above photograph of Private Bastow is from the Provincial Archives. 
 
(Right above: A family memorial – seen on the left - which today stands in the General 
Protestant Cemetery in St. John’s commemorates the sacrifice of CQMS Bastow. – 
photograph from 2015. 
 
(Acting) Company Quartermaster-
Sergeant Gordon Clarence Bastow was 
entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, as well as 
to the British War Medal (centre) and to 
the Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War Medal) 
(right). 
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The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please 
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca. 
Last updated – February 1, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


