





recorded as attached to President lll — on July 23 - but this may once more be only official
usage as he was surely soon - if not right away - to be posted to a ship, in this case a
merchant ship, likely a defensively armed vessel with Leading Seaman Bussey to become
one of its naval gunners.

(Right below: Seen here is a quick-firing naval twelve-pounder (the weight of the shell)
and twelve hundred-weight (1200 Ibs. the weight of the barrel and breech) gun, displayed
as adapted for use in 1941, but perhaps such as found on the merchantman ‘Burutu’ in
Leading Seaman Bussey’s war. — photograph taken at the Royal Artillery Museum
‘Firepower’, Woolwich, in 2010)

The SS ‘Burutu’, a ship of almost four thousand tons of the
British and African Steam Navigation Company Limited, had
sailed from Lagos, the Nigerian Capital, in early April of that
1918 and was to start making her way via Sekondi-Takoradi,
Ghana, towards Liverpool. On April 10 while off the coast of
Liberia, the ship had encountered a German submarine and a
gun duel had ensued. The guns of the U-boat were apparently
of a greater range than those of Burutu and the merchant
vessel was reportedly severely damaged but with, perhaps
surprisingly, only a singly fatality reported.

Nightfall had allowed the ship to evade any further attentions
of the submarine and Burutu was able to make her way to
Sierra Leone where she had then put into the capital city and
port of Freetown on April 12. There she was to wait for
several months while repairs to the damage would be
effected.

(Right: The photograph of the merchant ship SS ‘Burutu’ is
from the OId Ship Picture Galleries web-site.)

It is therefore not impossible, and perhaps even likely, that the west African port-city of
Freetown was where Leading Seaman Bussey was to meet his ship - although of his
means of having travelled to West Africa, there appears not to be any pertinent
information. Whatever the case, he was surely on board when the vessel weighed anchor
and sailed for the United Kingdom from the port of Freetown in a convoy of nine ships
escorted by HM Armed Merchant Cruiser Almanzora.

On October 2, having neared the Western Approaches of the
English Channel, a number of destroyers and patrol boats
joined the convoy whereupon six of the nine vessels come
from Africa — and the destroyers - departed for other
destinations; the remaining vessels continued towards
Liverpool.

(Right above: The photograph of the ship ‘City of Calcutta’ which collided with the SS
‘Burutu’ on October 3 of 1918 is from the Wikipedia web-site.)
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On the late evening of October 3 the visibility was poor. To add to the rain and squalls, the
high winds and rough seas, the ships had turned off their navigation lights. It was in these
conditions she met the larger City of Calcutta sailing in the opposite direction.

The ships collided and within ten minutes Burutu had sunk, taking one-hundred and forty
eight lives with her.

The son of William Bussey, railway worker, fisherman and
farmer, and — although some records cite Lavina (sic) — likely of
Patience Bussey, the family from Salmon Cove and Darrell’s
Hole, Port de Grave, he was also older brother to George- \ . iy
Frederick. OY'AELWVUA"L% gsw’g |

As cited in a preceding paragraph, Leading Seaman Bussey B e cunorcanwan e Y S
was married in May of 1918. The young lady was a Miss Dora | Bkt t
West of 26, Rose Street, in the Yorkshire town of

Middlesborough and the ceremony had been performed on the '

eighteenth day of that month. =
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(Right: A Memorial Scroll, a copy of which was distributed to
the families of those who had sacrificed their life while serving

in the Newfoundland Royal Naval Reserve)

(Right: This collage dedicated to the memory of Leading
Seaman Jacob Bussey, Number 1742x, is from the Virtual War
Memorial, Veterans’ Affairs, Canada, to which it has been
donated by the Bussey Family of Port de Grave,
Newfoundland.)

Leading Seaman Jacob Bussey was reported as having died on
October 3, 1918, as a result of the sinking of the SS Burutu;
date of birth in Salmon Cove, District of Port de Grave,
Newfoundland, June 23, 1896 (from the Newfoundland Birth
Register, a copy of Newfoundland Vital Statistics and from his
enlistment papers, all of which cite his mother's name as
having been Patience).

Leading Seaman Bussey served only in
the Royal Navy and was not in the
service of Canada as is cited in some
sources, notably the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.

Leading Seaman Jacob Bussey was
entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, as well as

to the British War Medal (centre) and the
Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War Medal).
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The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca.
Last updated — January 22, 2023.
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