








(Right: A view of Hawthorn Ridge Cemetery Number 2 in the
Newfoundland Memorial Park at Beaumont-Hamel -
photograph from 2009(?))

*Perhaps ironically, the majority of the Battalion’s casualties
was to be incurred during the advance from the third line of
British trenches to the first line from where the attack proper
was to be made, and while struggling through British wire laid
to protect the British positions from any German attack.

There are other numbers of course: the fifty-
seven thousand British casualties incurred in
four hours on that same morning of which
nineteen-thousand were recorded as having
been...killed in action...or...died of wounds.

It was to be the greatest disaster ever in the
annals of the British Army...and, perhaps just
as depressing, the carnage of the Somme was
to continue for four and a half months.

(Right: Beaumont-Hamel is a commune, not a
village. — photographs from 2010 and 2015)

(Right: A grim, grainy image purporting to be Newfoundland -
dead awaiting burial after Beaumont-Hamel — from...?)

In fact, Beaumont-Hamel was a commune - it still exists today
— at the time comprising two communities: Beaumont, a
village on the German side of the lines, and Hamel which was
behind those of the British. No-Man’s-Land, on which the
Newfoundland Memorial Park lies partially today, was on land
separating Beaumont from Hamel.

The son of Henry Stephen Butler, diver, and of Laura May Butler (née Kirby*, deceased of
tuberculosis on February 4, 1908) — to whom he had allocated a daily allowance of fifty
cents from his pay - of ‘Hillcrest, LeMarchant Road in St. John's, he was brother to John-
Ernest**, to Oliphant and to Gordon™**,

*The couple was married on March 13, 1894.

**Sapper John-Ernest Butler, Number 1007053 of the Canadian 228" Battalion: having
enlisted in Toronto in December of 1916, he served in France in 1917 and 1918 and
survived the conflict.

***Henry Stephen Butler had married Kate in or about 1885; the couple were to have four
sons: Wilburt-Chesley, Frederick-Stephen, Charles-Albert and James-Harold(?). She
passed away in St. John’s, likely on December 14. 1893. On December 14, 1914, Henry
married for a third time, on this occasion to widowed Catherine Ewing (née Alcock): the
couple appear to have had no offspring.
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Private Butler was at first reported as...missing in action...at Beaumont-Hamel on July 1,
1916, while serving with ‘C’ Company during the fighting of the first day of the...First Battle
of the Somme. Some thirty weeks later, on December 31 of that year, he was
officially...presumed dead.

However, a report which was later submitted by the Officer Commanding the 3@ Army
Mobile Graves Registration Unit, and which was dated 13/6/17, recorded the identification
of his remains and their subsequent burial on or about that same date*. His record was
thus amended so as to...read killed in action 1/7/16.

Henry Butler had enlisted at a declared nineteen years of age; date of birth in St. John’s,
Newfoundland, May 4, 1896 (from the Newfoundland Birth Register — as is the name
Henry).

*It may be that the location of his grave was either
forgotten or lost, or that it was destroyed in the heavy
fighting of the spring and summer of 1918.

Private Harry Butler was entitled to the British War
Medal (on left) and also to the Victory Medal (Inter-
Allied War Medal).

The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca.
Last updated — February 4, 2023.
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