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*In fact the brunt of this fighting was to fall upon the troops of the also newly-arrived 
Canadian 3rd Division which had been in Belgium only since December of 1915. However, 
such was the gravity of the situation that units other than those of the 3rd Division were to 
be called upon for support. 
 
From June 2 to 14 was fought the battle for Mount Sorrel and for the area of Sanctuary 
Wood, Maple Copse, Hooge, Railway Dugouts and Hill 60 between the German Army and 
the Canadian Corps. The Canadians had been preparing an attack of their own on the 
enemy positions which dominated the Canadian trenches when the Germans delivered an 
assault, overrunning the forward areas and, in fact, rupturing the Canadian lines, an 
opportunity which fortunately they never exploited. 
 
(Right: Remnants of Canadian trenches dating from 1915-1916 
at Sanctuary Wood – photograph from 2010) 
 
(Right below: The Canadian memorial which stands atop 
Mount Sorrel just to the south-east of the city of Ypres (today 
Ieper) whose spires and towers may be perceived in the 
distance – photograph from 1914) 
 
The Commander of the Canadian Corps, Sir Julian Byng, 
reacted – perhaps a little precipitately - by organizing a 
counter-attack on the following day, an assault intended to, at 
a minimum, recapture the lost ground. 
 
Badly organized, the operation was a horrendous experience, 
many of the intended attacks never went in – those that did 
went in piecemeal and the assaulting troops were cut to 
shreds - the enemy remained where he was and the Canadians 
were left to count an extremely heavy casualty list. 
 
On the day of the German attack, June 2, the 14th Battalion had 
been serving in Divisional Reserve. However it was soon 
called forward to the area of Zillebeke behind Maple Copse to 
where, during the night of June 2-3 it had advanced in 
individual companies and platoons. Continuing forward on the 
following day, the unit had incurred very heavy casualties – 
three-hundred seventy-nine all ranks. 
 
(Right above: Maple Copse, the scene of heavy fighting in 
June of 1916, and its cemetery wherein lie numerous 
Canadians – photograph from 2014) 
 
On June 4 the 14th Battalion was relieved and retired back to 
Divisional Reserve, leaving behind two officers and fifty other 
ranks – all volunteers – to bury the dead.  
 
(Right above: Railway Dugouts Burial Ground (Transport Farm) today contains twenty-four 
hundred fifty-nine burials and commemorations. – photograph from 2014) 
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The husband of Elizabeth* – it is implied that the couple had children (he made a twenty-
dollar-a-month proviso for them in trust from his pay) but no further details appear to be 
available** – of 214, Galt Avenue, Verdun, Montreal, Province of Québec (and she later of 
various other addresses), Private Carey was reported as having been killed in action on 
June 3, 1916, in the fighting at Mount Sorrel. 
 
Alfred Carey had first enlisted at the apparent age of 
thirty-two years: date of birth in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland – but seemingly confirmed by no 
parish records – October 11, 1882. 
 
Private Alfred Carey was entitled to the British War 
Medal (left) and to the Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War 
Medal). 
 
 
 
 
*To whom in a Will dated January 11, 1916, he bequeathed his all. 
 
**Private Carey’s finances were in disarray after his death: the Army had paid monthly 
allowances and other monies to a Private Carey but also to a Private Carrière who were in 
fact one and the same. His wife’s allowances were also duplicated for the same reason. By 
the time that the mistake was discovered, the Carey estate was some four hundred dollars 
in debt – a fair sum in those days. 
 
How much either knew of these overpayments is not recorded, nor are any insinuations of 
impropriety made, in the files. 
 
The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please 
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca. 
Last updated – January 23, 2023.  
 
 

 

 

 


