








 13 

The field ambulance was only a single link in a chain of medical treatment centres; by the 
end of that day, August 16, the dead had been buried and Private Clarke and the other 
surviving co-patients of the day had been moved further afield. On the morrow, August 17, 
three more sick and five-hundred eighteen newly-wounded were attended to in their turn. 
 
Private Clarke was forwarded from Noeux-les-Mines by canal, 
on an ambulance barge, to the larger centre of St-Omer where 
he was admitted on August 18 into the 7th General Hospital 
which had been established there. 
 
(Right: French wounded being placed onto a barge en route to 
hospital at an earlier period of the War – from Le Miroir) 
 
It was not until September 23 that Private Clarke was once 
more transferred; on this occasion he was embarked onto the 
Belgian hospital ship Jan Breydel for the short cross-Channel 
passage back to the United Kingdom. Upon his arrival there he 
was taken to and admitted into the Brook War Hospital at 
Woolwich – on September 24 - where he was to occupy one of 
its thousand beds. 
 
(Right: The photograph of a pre-War Jan Breydel is from the 
Old Ship Picture Galleries web-site.)  
 
Although the first medical reports from Woolwich categorized his wounds as being… 
severe, on October 1 the duty-doctor or duty-nurse of the day nevertheless felt confident 
enough to write… doing very well. 
 
The son of Abel Clarke, fisherman, and Louisa Clarke of Victoria, Carbonear, 
Newfoundland, husband of Selina Clarke (née Bright) – to whom he had allotted, as of 
November 1 of 1917, a monthly fifteen dollars from his pay - of 48, Bellevue Avenue, St. 
John, New Brunswick*, and father of Arthur-James and Eugene-Ronald, he was also 
brother to Wilhelmina, to Edith, to Abel and to Mary-Louise. 
 
*The address recorded at the time of his enlistment was 15, St. Andrew’s Street, Saint 
John, New Brunswick. 
 
Private Clarke was reported as having died of wounds in Brook War Hospital, Woolwich, 
on October 5, 1917. 
 
Eugene Clarke had enlisted at the apparent age of 
twenty-six years and eleven months: date of birth in 
Carbonear, Newfoundland, May 3, 1889. 
 
Private Eugene Clarke was entitled to the British War 
Medal (left) and to the Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War 
Medal).  
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The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please 
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca. 
Last updated – January 27, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


