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and of the sixty-eight unwounded present at muster some 
twenty-four hours later*. 
 
(Preceding page: Beaumont-Hamel: Looking from the British lines down the hill to Y 
Ravine Cemetery which today stands atop part of the German front-line defences: The 
Danger Tree is to the right in the photograph. – photograph taken in 2009) 
 
(Right: A view of Hawthorn Ridge Cemetery Number 2 in the 
Newfoundland Memorial Park at Beaumont-Hamel – 
photograph from 2009(?)) 
 
*Perhaps ironically, the majority of the Battalion’s casualties 
was to be incurred during the advance from the third line of 
British trenches to the first line from where the attack proper 
was to be made, and while struggling through British wire laid 
to protect the British positions from any German attack. 
 
There are other numbers of course: the fifty-seven thousand British casualties incurred in 
four hours on that same morning of which nineteen-thousand were recorded as having 
been killed in action or died of wounds.  
 
It was to be the largest disaster ever in the annals of the British Army…and, perhaps just 
as depressing, the butchery of the Somme was to continue for the next four and a half 
months. 
 
(Right: Beaumont-Hamel is a commune, not a 
village. – photographs from 2010 and 2015) 
 
In fact, Beaumont-Hamel was a commune – it 
still exists today – at the time comprising two 
communities: Beaumont, a village on the 
German side of the lines, and Hamel which 
was behind those of the British. No-Man’s-
Land, on which the Newfoundland Memorial 
Park lies partially today, was on land that 
separated Beaumont from Hamel.  
 
(Right: A grim, grainy image purporting to be Newfoundland - 
dead awaiting burial after Beaumont-Hamel – from…?) 
 
The son of Richard Clarke and of Mary Theresa Clarke (she 
later Hawco: address Roache’s Line) of Alexander Street in St. 
John's, after his father’s death he became the adopted son of 
Abraham (Abram) Fowler of Upper Goulds Road, Brigus*.  
 
*There is a possibility that he was the son of Richard Clarke and Teresa Lash, married 
September 23, 1886, in which case he was brother to James-Joseph, John-Joseph, Mary-
Joseph and Brigid (sic)-Ann. He was step-brother to Stephen Hawco. 
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To an Aunt Bridget Fowler (also found as Fowlow) - of 3½ Dommond’s Lane* (near Lime 
Street, see below) – her 1913 address 5 Lime Street - he had allotted a daily sixty cents 
from his pay. His own address was recorded as 5, Damerill’s Lane in St. John’s. 
 
On his first medical report of August, 1914, he names Rebecca Fowler of 5, Lime Street in 
St. John’s as his mother. There appears to be no further information from other relevant 
sources. 
 
(Right: A further part of the re-constructed trench system in 
the Newfoundland Memorial Park at Beaumont-Hamel – 
photograph from 2007(?)) 
 
*This is the address that Private Fowler wrote on his allotment 
form. Dommond’s Lane seems impossible to find and is not in 
official lists. It is perhaps Dammerill’s Lane which is found 
elsewhere among his papers. 
   
Private Fowler was reported as missing in action at Beaumont-Hamel on 
July 1, 1916, while serving with ‘B’ Company during the fighting of the first 
day of the Somme. His identification and subsequent burial on September 
22, 1916, was later confirmed in a letter dated September 29, submitted by 
the Officer Commanding the 2nd Battalion of the Grenadier Guards.  
 
His status was therefore amended so as to read killed in action. 
 
William Fowler (Clarke) had enlisted at a declared twenty-two years of age: if the above 
family information is correct, his date of birth in St. John’s, Newfoundland, was March 2, 
1896 – and his given names were William Henry (from Roman Catholic Parish Records).  
 
(The above photograph of Private Fowler is from the Provincial Archives.) 
 
Private William Fowler (Clarke) was 
entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, as well as 
to the British War Medal (centre) and to 
the Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War 
Medal) (right). 
 
*The medals were issued in the name of 
Fowler. 
 
 
 
 
 
The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please 
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca. 
Last updated – February 10, 2023.  
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