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When the Newfoundlanders landed from their transport ship at Suvla Bay on that 
September night of 1915 they were to disembark into a campaign that was already on the 
threshold of collapse. 
 
Not only in the area where the Newfoundland Battalion was to serve but, even ever since 
the very first days of the operation in April of 1915, the entire Gallipoli Campaign, including 
the operation at Suvla Bay, was proving to be little more than a debacle:  
 
Flies, dust, disease, the frost-bite and the floods – and of 
course the casualties inflicted by an enemy who was to fight a 
great deal better than the British High Command* had ever 
anticipated – were eventually to overwhelm the British-led 
forces and those of the French, and it would finally be decided 
to abandon not only Suvla Bay but the entire Gallipoli venture. 
 
(Right: No-Man’s-Land at Suvla Bay as seen from the 
Newfoundland positions – from Provincial Archives) 
 
(Right: An un-identified Newfoundland soldier in the trenches at Suvla 
Bay – from Provincial Archives) 
 
*Many of the commanders chosen were second-rate, had been brought 
out of retirement, and had little idea of how to fight – let alone of how to 
win. One of the generals at Suvla, apparently, had handed in his 
resignation during the Campaign and had just gone home. 
  

*   *   *   *   * 
 
Three weeks plus a day after having set foot on the sand and stone – mostly the latter – of 
Kangaroo Beach, on October 12, while serving with his Number 7 Platoon of ‘D’ Company, 
Lance Corporal Tucker was wounded at Suvla Bay when an enemy bomb (hand-grenade) 
was thrown into his trench.  
 
He suffered shrapnel wounds to the chest and was evacuated 
at first to the Allied medical facilities at Mudros, on the Greek 
island of Lemnos some seventy kilometres distant. From there 
he was taken on board His Majesty’s Hospital Ship Aquitania 
for transfer to the United Kingdom, the vessel then having 
sailed on October 21.  
 
(Right above: In the centre, HMHS ‘Aquitania’ at anchor in Mudros Harbour during the 
autumn of 1915: to the right is HM Transport Olympic, sister-ship of ‘Britannic’ and of the 
ill-starred ‘Titanic’ – photograph originally from the Imperial War Museum, London) 
 
The son of Stephen James Tucker, accountant and book-keeper 
at Horwood Lumber Company – and to whom he had allotted a 
daily allowance of fifty cents from his pay - and of Lucy Marian 
Tucker (née Dwyer)* of 116, Springdale Street in St. John's, he!
was also younger brother to William-Arthur.  
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*The couple was married on May 24, 1887. 
 
Lance Corporal Tucker was reported as having died of wounds – aggravated by an 
abscess on the liver - on board Aquitania en route to the United Kingdom on October 25, 
1915.  
 
He was buried at sea the following day. 
 
Walter Tucker had enlisted at the declared age of twenty years. 
 
(The photograph of Private Tucker is from the Provincial Archives.) 
 
Lance Corporal Walter Tucker was 
entitled to the 1914-1915 Star, as well as 
to the British War Medal (centre) and to 
the Victory Medal (Inter-Allied War 
Medal) (right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above dossier has been researched, compiled and produced by Alistair Rice. Please 
email any suggested amendments or content revisions if desired to criceadam@yahoo.ca. 
Last updated – February 8, 2023.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


