


f.' . . Officer in unug.ﬁwﬁ!__,
i < : _ Regular Inf. Section No. 1,
' . General Headquarters,

| | Ha/3c. 7th February, 7 3rd Echelon, B.E.F.

: . .
4' LT.-COL. FORBES-ROBERTSON, ¥
b Att. let NEWPOUNDLAND REGIMENT.

i
’ Reference Dally Orders, Part II x
No. 5C, 31/1/17, para. 3: Kindly _._!

confirm the honour awarded to

P‘ Lt.-Col. Forbes Robertson, which
1s stated to be the-D:S.0. The .
London Gazette of 1/1/17 on file
at this Office states that t.hia'
Officer was awarded the M.C.,

please. .

Major,

Paymaster % Officer i/c Records.




58, VICTURiA ST ¢
LONDON, S.W°
24th

LT.-00L. JAMES FOEBIB-BOBIR’I’EDB.
V-G., DoS.O-. 'loi

liaving regard to this Officer's . .
late command of the lst Battn,
the fact of his recent addi
award was considered of suffi
interest to you to call for th
following telegram:

"Lt.=Col.~- Farbu-aob.rtaon-
“D.8.0.~ Bar- and- M.0.-
"formerly- 0.C.= 1st Bn.- has
"been~ awarded- Victoria >

"Crosg-" 7 :

Relative particulars appear r{::swam;-} '
in the Supplement of the Y, AR,
gazette No, 30897/8087 of 21/8/18,

of which you will doubtless _ : : |
receive a copy in due course. {
Meanwhile extract is appended, : . i
pleags.

"Capt. (A./Lt.-Col.) James Forbes-

Robertson, D.8.0., M.0., i!or.'d.n.

tﬁm“ VDGC)

For most’ umupiuuou braverg
whilst commanding his ‘battalion
during the heavy fighting.

Through his quiok judgment,
resourcs, unti: energy and

ficent example, Lt.-Col,.
Forbes-Robertson on four separate
ououionl saved the line from
and averted a situation
mah ght have had the most
serious and far reaching results.
On the first occasion, when
in front were falling back,
of the enemy, under
and elese -




B : Sl
amﬂ-~-4,_. e T A L]

nuunud. led s ‘counter-attack which ;,.\
1’} ate ccessful in re- 54
o . line. When hias i e
horse was ahor. under him he continued : : |
on foot. 5
utor on ;.ho same day, when | l

|

e i Ly - - : I|I us
5 battalion still held his ground, : ; .
. °  thereby covering the rotrut. of troops
T on his flanks. Under eat

fire this gallant offic :
| himgelf when collecti drties,
)i organising and encouraging.

On a subsequent occasion, when

troops were retiring on his left and
- the condition of things on his right
h were obscure, he again saved the
I situation by his magniﬂamt example
[ w,  and cool Judgm*:t. Losihg a second

"~ _horse;. he continued alone on foot : Tt

I “until he had . estsblised a line to .
| which his own troops could withdraw T
B and_ s9; gopfers. Lo the general situation.”
1 wIBOITY Theds Teldh -
s

+BEFEIPE To 1o ratnlll « 0%

E-;‘ Kaj or,
ol

Chief Paymaster & o. i/c Records.




PAY AND RECORD OFFICE,
8. VICTORIA STREET,
LONDON, S.W.
24th May, 1918 .

To
« Minister of l:l.utin.

St. John'a,
IMO\mdlmd.

SUBJECT :

LT.-00L. JAMES FORBES-ROBERTSON.
V.0., D.8.0., M.O.

Reference Nos.

REPLY _
June 20th, 1918.481 -

Please retarn w and retain m

Having regard to this Orﬁ.oer’*
late command of the 1lst Battn,
the fact of hie recent additional
award was consldered of sufficient
interest to you to call for the
following telegram:

"L_t. =0ol.~ Forbes-Robertson-
D-B-O.- Bll" md" .l. C.
"formerly- 0.C.~ 1lst Bn.- has
"been- awarded- Victoria . °
"Cross-"

Relative particulars appear
in the Supplement of the London
Gazette No. 30897/6057 of 21/5/18,
of which you will doubtless
receive a copy in due course.
Meanwhile extract is appended,
please.

"Oapt. (A./Lt.-Col.) James Forbes-
_B_nb.rt’ﬂon_‘ DeS40s, l_l-c-. Bord.R.

(A"‘rd‘d V.0. )

For most consplcuous braverp
whilet commanding his battalion
during the heavy fighting.

Through his quick Judgnmt.,
resource, untiring energy and
magnificent example, Lt.-Col.
Forbes-Robertson on four separat
occasions saved the line from
break and averted a situation
which might have had the most
serious and far reaching results.

On the first ouoni.on, when

Copies of the details
of the deed for whish If-Col,
mrbeie’mmm% _Isﬁ.h:n.a
have been sent m mne
as I felt sure that th lﬂl ;
{:)110 wonld be greatly i.'.' a4
thn lant officer’s §

Mssoma"t 'm

. the Royal Newfoundland Ragimen

A

Lieut. Colonel,
Chief Steff officer,
for Minister of nuun.




’.
A

Minute I, continued.

mounted, led a counter-attack which"

. was completely suoccessful in re-

i establishing our line. When his
horse was shot under him he continued
on foot.

: Later on the same day, when
‘troops to the left of his line were

3 giving way, he went to that flank

! and checked and steadied the line,
inspiring confidence by his splendid
coolness and disregard of personal

y danger. His horse was wounded three
. times and he was thrown five times.
The following day, when the
. " troops on both his flanks were forced
. ' " to ‘retire, he formed a post at
! battalion headquarters and with his
) battalion still held his ground,
) thereby covering the r
on his flanks. Under
fire this gallant of
himself when collecting
. 7. organising and encouraging.

¥ On a subsequent occasion, when
troops were retiring on his left and
the condition of things on his right

were obscure, he again saved the

situation by his magnificent example

and cool jiadgment. Losing a second 4
horse, he continued alone on foot !
until he had establised a line to

which his own troops could withdraw

and so conform to the general situation."

‘Major, :
Chief Paymaster & 0. i/c Records.







Extract from Zelegrem reseiwed from Londen, dated
Mey 23,1918,

Lieut. Cels Forhes Robertson 1.5.0, Ber & M.0. formerly
0.C. let Battelion hes been awarded Victeris Gross.




4%h. vexoh 1018,

e .

L g3 iz, & :
:  2haw to acimowledgs the Te0eipt of your oommwdondion of

| Pémulley 3524, with roforenes to tho removal m command of the
F 1st and 3nd Battelions of the Neyal Newfowndland Rogiment of Lisut. "
uu.;a.x..nm. CulfuC,, and Liouts 00l.,0.V.thitaker and tho transfes
of Lisut. Gol. Foxbes Fobertson £yom the 1st Babtalion, Foyal Newfow
=land Regiment, to the 16th Battaldon Middlesex Regiment.
s 3 am quite in ascordemge with your suggestion that a letter of |
L approcdation of the excollont work of these officexs while oonnacto

with our Regiment should be sent them, and it might poshsps bo well

42 you vould undoxtake this duty as Acting Mindstor of Militia,
R I shouwld’bo vexy glad fo xoooive & copy of the lottera wham th :"-

F are ready.

1 . I have the honour %o bo,
8ir,.

Your obedient sorvant,

(8gd.) W,F, Lioyd.

Prime Minister.
'.M )'.‘io ']

Aoting Minister
; of Militia.



!lm. ﬁ.l‘.uoﬂ.
P#imo nmutar._
 Studonn'e.
firi=
#ith referenoe to tneramdﬂl frm lomanﬂ of thq 31
ad 2pd Battolion of Lt.Col, A.L.EIIW.C.R-G-. lllﬂ Ici.col.
Ceil eiihitaker and the transfor of ht.eo:l.. Fomboamnnhartsan .
fron the 1st Bat! 1ion foyol Fewfounilamd “epiments to tho
-16th Pattalion Middloecx ispiment, T have the honour to
ask whothor 1% hes be'n considercd by the Goveriment to
tend theme Ufficers lettere of approciation for tho
exoellent Sork they performed whilc commanding tho
d1’foront Battelions of m Royal Hewfoundland Regiment.
¢ The vork of these officors is woll known to you am to
8ll mamb re of tha Guvf*rmﬂnt. and I think a lotter oithor
diroot from the Co ornment or from this departmert on
bejalf of, and as the Military Roprosentative-of the
Govern/ment would be a grageful agt and woyld be apy saiated
by the officors to x’.\hom‘thcy would bo sddretied,
I have tho honour to dbe,
£4¢,

Your obodient fervant.




CRupit

Extract of Daily Orders Part 11,
By Lieut.Col.AlL.Hadow,G.M.G.,Comdg.Nf1d.Regt. 26/8/17,

sForbes-Robertson,D.S5.0., M.C.,late 2nd i/e,having
taken over commend of 16th Middlesex Regteis struck off the

strength of this Regtefrom Augel7th, (Authe29th Divi sion,C,D,
93 of 25/8/17%.) :




Extract of :olegram‘ from Major Timewell,

received *ay 30,1917,

Publioc :I.nvi;m takes place June 2nd, Hyde Park
by H.M. The King, will inolude.

Major Forbes Robertaon,

Distinguished Service Order, Milita.ry Cross,
Original in M-37.

.



~ Authority. London Gazette. 22/5/17




de:
A W A R D.

Tone -'5‘ 1917,

" By Lieut.Col.8ir. W.E.Davidson,K.C.M.G.,0fficer Comdg.

Major (Tempt.Lt.Col) Forbes Robertson -
Has been awarded Distinguished Service Order 1
and Military Cross,

e et




AW A R D

Bxbract of Reginental Order dated % 1917,
By Lieut.Col.Sir. W. E. Davidson, K.G.}.G., Officer Condg,
Lieut. 0010 conﬁs. has 'Prﬂamtﬂ tol

Lt.qu.-Forﬁen Robertson, ;
Distinguished Service Order 1!




Authrity

Reference.

Daily Orders lst Bn. 5/6/17

London Gazette 18/6/17

"For conspicious gallantry and devotion to duty when .
in command of his battalion during an enemy attack

"He collected all the men he could find and taking

up a position on the out-skirts of the uillag: brousht
the hostile advance to an end by his fire, ;
doubtedly saved a very critical gttia&non by his
promptness, bravery and example.”

88th Brigade Lisis.

"On April 14th after defeating & attack the enemy
were advaneing on Monechy. Lt. Col. Forbes-Robertson
a8 soon a8 he realised the danger to the village
at onee collected all the men he conld find and taking
up a position on the outskirts of the village brought
the hostile sdvance to end end by his fire,
He undoubtedly saved a very chiticel situation by
his promptness, bravery and example.




Code Ttlw from wir:ﬂmn.
(rocd. 4 'Jm_:nl_,!-)-

mmen Cross Md lldu- mm nﬂnﬂm h-
Londen Gozotte Juumv l.-t. fmr cu-umum
in tho field.




Dear Sir Walter Davidson, : : _
I have to thank you for your
confidential communication of this morning, in relafion_to

Ma jor Forbes Robertson.

Yours faithfully,

His Excellenocy :
8ir W. E. Davidson, K. C. M. G.,
Governor.




NEWFOUNDLAND GO

rels

CasLes AND TELEGRAMS. ; _ i :
“SYNOPTICAL," : PAY & RECORD OFFIC

LONDON. ;
TELEPHONE: 58, VICTORIA
by Fnas

VIGTORIA 147,
e & orHioA e RASORDS. Rogiomobe Carmnd f. '
AND THE FOLLOWING HO. QUOTED: e S 51!&_9_@‘32‘99_;, 19
2 = Scrcne clars hzh gon

S e = - % e a&rm':ﬂ;. 2
D treccd A2 dmpre BN

His Excellency the Governor i

“ a8 e ¥y vernor, ”{ ﬁiunlm&-;"'"‘*‘_'
: st. John's, Newfoundland. ;2 iy, ? AT % s S
Q-O:ﬁ‘a w4 MMMJM;_..

Sir, 2 ' o tis all — b tafec 3

Major Forbes Robertson. 1 =

Lot flon Aeaps ? PO o woll

I have the honow to confirm exchange of telegramp¥7 G

_ Received 21/10/16. Al N e
) "Synoptical, London. 2l A Spcede Ao Sern

npollowing for Hadow begins confident al seriousgid. 38

"report spresding tactlessnese Forbes Robertsonz s/ 4

"please advise me if suitable for preséht post ends..._, =

Governor." 2T25 KK

i

rr—r—

— |
Despatched 30/10/16 (793) S et :-
b f"governor, St. John's. PARSEN
"With reference to your telegram 20 October following 5y

"telegram is sent at request of Hadow conslder
"Forbes Robertson most suitable for present post
"and stete of Regiment wuite satisfactory full
"etop small differences would be easily adjusted if
"complaints were invariably made to me instead of

b "apreading reports at home.
synoptical."

and to enclose copy of my No. 4363/160 exchanged wigh

0.0. 18t Bn.
1 have the honour to be,
gir,

Your obedient servant,

/W :fé{ 5%&5%&{ 2

Paymaster & 0.1/c Records.:



81 Oet. 1916,

Ko. 608.

Code Telegram from Capt. Timewell.
(recd. 21 October 1916)

Your Telegram 20th October (No. 229)

Following Telegram sent at request of ladow:

Consider Forbes Robortsen most suitable for present

post and services to Regiment quite satisfactory.

: Small differences should be easily sdjusted 1f complains
b were invariably made to me instead of spreading reports
| at home.

AP

r——

) No. 229.
CGode Telegram to Capt. Timewell.
(sent. 20 Cctober 1918)
Following forlﬂadw beging- %
Serious reports spreading tactlessnass Forbes
Rebertsen. .
Ploase advise if suitable for present position ik

- Mm'o




about m_-‘wauu be glad to see you

when mmiont..

So far as I am sware Colomel
Whitl.ka_:l__:_‘:',{!_' at Ayr, and I nm;.o
that you are telegraphing to -

ascertain. “









s

APPOINTMENTS.

Extract of Regimental Order dated July 18, 1916.
By'Lie;t.cu.air.t.s.mviason,x.c.u.s..ofrice'; Comdg.

IST. BATTALION NOTE FROM ARTHUR STEEL MATTLAND, ESQ.,

"Dear Sir. Walter:- You will be glad to know that Inhave just

heard from Colonel Hadow that Captain Forbes Robertson of the Border
Regiment joined the Newfoundlad Contingent on the 15th instamt;
as:Second in Command.




From

PAY AND RECORD OFFICE, on. Minister of Militla,
58, 'wo*roma STREET, Bt.! John's, g
LONDON, S,W. . Newfoundland.
24th May, 1918 )

SUBJECT : ' H : ! REPLY

LT.=~C0L. JAMES FORBES-ROBERTSON . > June 20th, 1918484 «
3 V-U-, DanOo’ M.0. A r

Reference Nos. fﬂm retu.m W snd retain

Having regard to this officer's
late command of the lst Batin,
the fact of his recent additional
award was considered of sufficlent

. interest to you to call for the COPiBS of ﬁpe fleta.:.ls
following to{agramz of tHédewd £or whieh Tt.001%
; Worbes~Robarison; V.0 Dy 0
"Lt.-Col,- Forbes-Robertson- | Wou -Uho TiWtordp Coess,, | . -,
"p.8.0.- Bar- and- M.C.- have been sent to the public pr
"formerly- 0.C.~ lst Bn.- has | as I felt sure that the general
"been- awarded- Victoria ]:I:-ubllc would be greaetly interes
"Grosg-" n this gallent officer's great:
: distinction, lmowing that 28s
famssome time been connected w ;
~ the Royel Newfoundland Regiment.

Relative partioculars appear
in the Supplement of the London
Gazette No. 30897/80567 of 21/5/18,
of which you will doubtless
redelve a copy in due course.
Meanwhile extract is appended,
please.

"gapt. (A./Lt.-Col.) James Forbes-
Hobertson, D.S.0., ¥.C., Bord.R.

(Awarded . V.O- )

For most consplcuous braverg
whilst oamanding his battalion
during the heavy fightlng.

Through his quick judgment,
rosou;'oo, untiring emergy and

cent example, Lt.-Col.
Foxfbesqgebertaan on four separatse
occapions saved the line from
br.’aki:z and averted a situation
ght have had the most’
serious and far reaching results.
st occasion, whon

Tieut. Colonel,
Chief §taff "'ff;l.cer,
i’or !.Imiﬂ'ﬁer of )i 11:.1:»:1.,9..




Minute I, continued.

-nounted, led & counter-attack which
was completely successful in re-
establishing our line. When his
horse was shot under him he oontinued
“on foot.

~ Later on the same day, when
troops to the left of his line were
glving way, ‘he went to that flank

.md. checked and steadied the line,
inspiring confidence by his splendid-
coolness and disregard of personal .
danger. His horse was wounded -t.hz-oe
times and he was thrown five times. '

The following day, when the .
troops on both his“flanks were forced

' .to retire, he formed & post at .
battalion headquarters and with hia
battalion still held his ground,
thereby covering the retreat of t.roops
on hig flanks. Under fhe heapiest *
fire this gallant offi 8
hinself when colleoting phrties,
organising and encouraging.

On a subsegquent occapion, when
troops were retiring on his left and
the condition of things on his right
were obscure, he again saved the i
gituation by his magnificent example
anﬂ. oool judgmént. Losing a second

pf ont:l.nu alq”ns ‘on foot
‘1.{1“ h& onta) {5ed\.a 1line to
whiah his own troo a bouiu withdraw
and so conform to the general situation.”

e

«Major, '
Chief Paymaster & O. i/c Records.




